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Adopted and Filed

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code sections 47.1 and 17A.3, the Voter Registration Commission
hereby adopts new Chapter 7, “Voter Registration Mailing Address Maintenance,” Iowa Administrative
Code.

New Chapter 7 includes procedures for maintaining, updating and removing mailing addresses from
voter registration records. Iowa statute requires that the voter registration form contain a space for a voter
to provide amailing address if it is different from the voter’s residential address. Once themailing address
is added to the voter’s registration record, there are currently no established procedures for maintaining
the address by updating it when notice is received from the post office or during the annual national
change of address (NCOA) process or for removing the address when it is no longer valid.

These rules were published under Notice of Intended Action in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on
October 31, 2012, asARC 0423C. Public comments were received from county auditors who objected to
proposed rule 821—7.3(48A). In response, proposed rule 821—7.3(48A) was not adopted; subsequent
rules were renumbered accordingly. In addition, subrule 7.4(2) (proposed subrule 7.5(2)) has been
modified in accordance with Iowa Code section 48A.29. The modifications to subrule 7.4(2) were made
to accommodate the two types of NCOA processes that are conducted, clarification of which is necessary
for implementation of the rule.

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.
These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 48A.
These rules will become effective January 30, 2013.
The following amendment is adopted.
Adopt the following new 821—Chapter 7:

CHAPTER 7
VOTER REGISTRATION MAILING ADDRESS MAINTENANCE

821—7.1(48A) Mailing addresses on voter registration applications. The voter registration
application shall contain a space for a voter to provide a mailing address if it is different from the
voter’s residential address.

7.1(1) Voter registration application received from registered voter with notice of change to
residential address, no new mailing address provided. If a registered voter with a mailing address listed
on the voter’s registration record submits a new application with an updated residential address and
no change to the mailing address, the county registrar shall remove the mailing address on the voter’s
registration record and mail the registration acknowledgment to the voter’s new residential address.

7.1(2) Voter registration application received from registered voter with no change to the residential
address, no new mailing address provided. If a registered voter with a mailing address listed on the
voter’s registration record submits a new application with no change to the residential address and no
change to the mailing address, the county registrar shall not change the mailing address on the voter’s
registration record and mail the registration acknowledgment to the voter’s mailing address.

7.1(3) Voter registration application received from registered voter with no change to the residential
address, new mailing address provided. If a registered voter with a mailing address listed on the voter’s
registration record submits a new application with no change to the residential address and a new or
updated mailing address, the county registrar shall list the voter’s new or updated mailing address on the
voter’s registration record and mail the registration acknowledgment to the voter’s new mailing address.

821—7.2(48A) Voter registration acknowledgment card returned from mailing address as
undeliverable. If a voter registration acknowledgment card is mailed to the mailing address listed
on a voter’s registration record and the acknowledgment is returned to the county registrar as
undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the county registrar shall leave the voter’s status as
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active or pending, remove the mailing address from the voter’s registration record, and mail another
registration acknowledgment to the voter’s residential address. If the acknowledgment mailed to the
voter’s residential address is also returned as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the voter’s
registration record shall be made inactive, and the voter shall be mailed a notice as required by Iowa
Code section 48A.29, subsection 1.

821—7.3(48A) Voter registration list maintenance notice returned from mailing address as
undeliverable. If a voter registration list maintenance notice is sent to the mailing address listed on
a voter’s registration record and the notice is returned to the county registrar as undeliverable by
the United States Post Office, the county registrar shall leave the voter’s status as active, inactive
or pending, remove the mailing address from the voter’s registration record, and send the notice by
forwardable mail to the voter’s residential address. If the notice sent to the residential address on the
voter’s registration record is returned as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the county
registrar shall make the voter’s status inactive, and the voter shall be mailed a notice as required by
Iowa Code section 48A.29, subsection 1. A voter registration list maintenance notice for purposes of
this rule includes any notice sent pursuant to Iowa Code section 48A.27 or 48A.28.

821—7.4(48A) National change of address (NCOA) match returns new mailing address
information for a registered voter. County registrars that participate in the annual NCOA process
shall include mailing address maintenance as part of the voter list review.

7.4(1) NCOA match returns information indicating that the voter’s address is a mailing address
and the voter has no mailing address currently listed on the voter registration record. If the NCOA
match indicates that an active voter has a mailing address and there is no mailing address currently
listed on the voter’s registration record, the county registrar shall add the mailing address to the voter’s
registration record and mail a voter registration acknowledgment to the voter’s new mailing address. If
the acknowledgment is returned to the county registrar as undeliverable by the United States Post Office,
the mailing address shall be removed from the voter’s registration record, and the voter’s status shall
remain active.

7.4(2) NCOA match returns information indicating that the voter’s address is not a mailing address
and the voter has a mailing address listed on the voter registration record. If the NCOAmatch indicates
that an active voter does not have a mailing address and there is a mailing address currently listed on
the voter’s registration record, the county registrar shall take the following steps, depending on whether
the NCOA match indicates the voter moved within the county of registration or outside the county of
registration.

a. Within-county moves. The county registrar shall remove the mailing address from the voter’s
registration record and mail an NCOA card to the voter’s residential address. If the NCOA card is
returned to the county registrar as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the mailing address
shall be restored on the voter’s registration record, and the NCOA card shall be sent by forwardable
mail to the voter’s mailing address. If the NCOA card sent to the voter’s mailing address is returned as
undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the voter’s status shall be changed to inactive.

b. Out-of-county or out-of-state moves. The county registrar shall process the record and make
the voter’s status inactive as instructed by Iowa Code section 48A.29. The county registrar shall mail
an NCOA card to the voter’s new out-of-county or out-of-state residential address. If the NCOA card
is returned to the county registrar as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the NCOA card
shall be sent by forwardable mail to the voter’s mailing address. If the NCOA card sent to the voter’s
mailing address is returned as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the voter’s status shall
remain inactive.

7.4(3) NCOA match returns information indicating that the voter’s address is a mailing address that
does not match the mailing address currently listed on the voter registration record. If the NCOAmatch
indicates that an active voter has a mailing address that differs from the mailing address currently listed
on the voter’s registration record, the county registrar shall update the mailing address and mail a voter
registration acknowledgment to the voter’s new mailing address. If the acknowledgment is returned to
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the county registrar as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the voter’s status shall remain
active, the previous mailing address shall be restored on the voter’s registration record, and a voter
registration acknowledgment shall be mailed to the voter’s old mailing address. If the acknowledgment
mailed to the voter’s old mailing address is also returned to the county registrar as undeliverable by the
United States Post Office, the voter’s status shall be made inactive, and the voter shall be mailed a notice
as required by Iowa Code section 48A.29, subsection 1.

821—7.5(48A) United States Post Office provides notice of commencement or termination of
household mail delivery. If the United States Post Office provides official notice to the county registrar
of commencement or termination of household mail delivery in a particular jurisdiction or area over
which the registrar has authority to register voters and maintain the voter registration list, the county
registrar may use that official notice to update or remove the mailing addresses on voter registration
records affected by the notice. Mailing addresses may be added to or removed from the voter registration
records based on the official notice from the United States Post Office. If a mailing address is added to
or removed from a voter’s registration record pursuant to this rule, a voter registration acknowledgment
shall be mailed to the voter at the updated mailing or residential address on file. If the acknowledgment
mailed to the updated address is returned as undeliverable by the United States Post Office, the voter’s
registration status shall remain unchanged, and the voter’s registration record shall be restored to
remove the update initiated pursuant to this rule.

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 48A.

[Filed 12/5/12, effective 1/30/13]
[Published 12/26/12]

EDITOR’S NOTE: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 12/26/12.
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